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About MSSc in Government and Politics (Greater China)
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MSSc in Government and Politics (Greater China) (GPGC for short) is a taught Master's Programme
offered by the Department of Government and Public Administration, CUHK. Launched in 2012, GPGC
is among the few master programmes in Greater China Studies in the region. The one-year full-time/
two-year part-time taught master's programme aims to train creative and methodologically rigorous
analysts of government and politics in Greater China. It offers advanced learning for students who
aspire to work in fields such as government, media, education, business management, non-profit

organizations and academic research.
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Happy 10th Anniversary, GPGC!

CHEN Xi

In the past six years, | taught GPGC 5001 four
times — | never declined the opportunity as long
as my schedule could accommodate it. I enjoyed
teaching GPGC students because | can easily
relate to them. Unlike research graduate students,
GPGC students came from different backgrounds
and will pursue different careers. One big
advantage of teaching them is that the class
did not have to be too theoretical. Sometimes |
felt as if | was not teaching, but mostly sharing. |
find it an incredible privilege to have a group of
bright young men and women to listen to my
observations of, and feelings about, politics.

During the three years of the Covid
pandemic, we managed to overcome various
barriers to communication. Zoom teaching was
not as bad as expected, and somehow, | found
facial masks more inconvenient. It is regrettable
that | did not know exactly what most students
look like. But fortunately, | could still see their eyes,
and from their eyes, | could see their curiosity and
enthusiasm. Other than classroom discussions,
we had plenty of conversations outside of the
classroom. Although they are so young, they had
diverse and fascinating experiences. No matter

if they were journalists, activists, civil servants, or

just ordinary college graduates, | often learned
so much from them. Probably that's the greatest
advantage of being a teacher.

The GPGC programme is ten years old
now. As a teacher and also a member of the
management team, | am gratified to witness its
healthy growth. | believe that it will continue to

provide precious learning and life experiences for

many more talented students.

Prof. Chen Xi
Associate Professor, Department of Government
& Public Administration, CUHK




GPGC will be a Sustainable Production with a

Bright Future

Michel BONNIN

It was in Beijing, where | was the director
of the Sino-French Academic Centre at Tsinghua
University, that | first heard about the GPGC
programme at CUHK from a former alumnus of
the GPA Department, now a professor at Renmin
University. This person knew that | was looking for
an opportunity to return to Hong Kong, where |
had already spent more than 20 years since the
1970s. He was full of praise for the atmosphere
as well as for the people working there. That's
how | began teaching at CUHK in 2015. Because
| received a warm welcome there, and because
the reality proved to be even better than his
description, | have continued teaching there to
this day.

Not only have | found relations with
colleagues and management to be friendly
but the students, who benefit from a free and
studious atmosphere, are both eager to learn and
open-minded. They are also a diverse group, with
some locals, some from the mainland and some
from overseas universities. There are full-time and
part-time students, in the latter case because
they are already working. Diversity is always a
form of enrichment. Moreover, satisfaction with
one's students is important to the teachers' own

satisfaction.

Conversely, | always believe the most serious

question to be: “Are the students satisfied with

me and my classes?” Overall, this seems to be the
case, and in turn reassures me about the potential
for a foreigner, who has devoted his professional
life to studying and closely observing Greater
China, to bring something interesting to the
young people of that area. As the Chinese proverb
goes, “Observers from outside have a clear view” .
| would not presume to say that my view is clear,
but | hope that it is at least original and serious

enough to stimulate the students' minds.

When | stand in front of the GPA building,
| like to look at the statue of a ripe and open
pine cone, just at the moment when all the
seeds have burst away to create new lives in the
surrounding world. This is a simple but powerful
symbol of what all teachers hope to achieve. In the
GPGC programme's ten years of existence, it has
produced many seeds, full of vitality and creativity,

for Greater China and the rest of the world.

| can only extend my best wishes for
a continued production of such seeds! |
strongly believe that there will be a sustainable

production, with a bright future.

Prof. Michel BONNIN

Professor, Centre d'Etudes sur la Chine Moderne et Contemporaine, EHESS Paris France
Adjunct Professor, Department of Government & Public Administration, CUHK




Teaching 1s the Most Rewarding Job

TSAO King Kwun

| have had the privilege and honor to teach
the course Public Policy and Administration in
Greater China (PPAGC) consecutively since its
inception in 2012. Over the years, | have come
to know many students who have graduated
from the GPGC Programme, and they continue
to pursue their life goals. Most of them are full-
time students, and many of them are proactive in
class. They ask questions and are willing to share
their views and opinions with their classmates. It
is a two-way communication, and | can engage
students in learning, while having intellectual
discussions in the class.

To teach PPAGC, I think there are two
essential components. One is formal where |
meet students regularly in the classroom and
have direct contact with them by offering
them knowledge and updated developments
in the field. This is primary. For me, it is a good
opportunity to equip myself with updated
knowledge, information, statistical data, and the
latest developments in the field. Indeed, it is part
of my lifelong learning process too.

However, there is another informal
dimension that supplements and complements
the formal one. For the class setting, one cannot
afford to have that much time to talk about
personal and private issues as the schedule is
tight with subject matters. | can only talk about
myself and express some of my personal views
on informal occasions.

The informal part can include activities
such as bringing them to visit the Independent
Commission Against Corruption (ICAC), so that
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they can have first-hand experience with the anti-
corruption efforts in Hong Kong. In the past, they
listened to the talks from the ICAC representatives;
toured and visited the organization” s museum
and its exhibits; inspected the documents and
records of corruption crimes; and even had a cup
of coffee at the ICAC canteen. Or | can have tea
breaks and coffee hours with students on campus
where they share their views on the class and talk
more about themselves and their needs. All these
activities have helped me to understand more
about their views, demands, aspirations, wishes
and hopes. That will in turn help me to become
a better teacher and hence teach effectively.
Indeed, some of these relationships have lasted
even after their graduation. It is indeed gratifying
to know that students have embarked on their
new careers; have gotten better job offers; have
continued to study for Ph.D. Programmes and
finished their studies to become researchers
and teachers; have moved to another city in the
Mainland or even migrated to another country
for better opportunities; have entered a new
journey of their life by getting married; or have
even become fathers and mothers. All these, |
think, are the best rewards for being a teacher as
students have thrived, prospered, grown and had
brighter and better futures.

All'in all, it has been a pleasure and an honor
to teach the PPAGC course in the Programme.
It further demonstrates that | am still helpful
to make contributions to the higher education
arena. If students have learned something from
my course which will be beneficial for or have
an impact on them, then this is rewarding and
fulfilling to me. Arguably, teaching is the most
satisfactory job | can ever imagine, and luckily, |
am a member of this profession.

Prof. TSAO King Kwun
Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of
Government & Public Administration, CUHK
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Congratulations on GPGC's 10th Anniversary!

William SMITH

The GPGC programme began ten years
ago. By then | had been employed for a couple
of years by the GPA department as an Assistant
Professor. | was asked by the then-head of the
Department, Prof. S.Y. Ma, to teach a course for
GPGC on
and Greater China’ . | was surprised to receive

‘Human Rights, Constitutionalism,

this invitation. | knew something about human
rights, rather less about constitutionalism, and
next to nothing about Greater China. Believing
that | was poorly qualified to teach this course,
my inclination was to decline the offer.

Prof. Ma was nonetheless a persuasive
advocate. He explained to me that he thought it
would be a great opportunity for GPGC students
to learn about theoretical debates surrounding
human rights and the rule of law. This was
particularly important in light of the fact that
many of our students were likely to be drawn
from Mainland China, where it was unlikely that
they would have the chance to take a course
of this kind. It was also important that the
GPGC programme offered coverage of a broad

spectrum of issues relevant to the region.

—

In the end, | relented and agreed to teach
the course. | am very glad that I did. As | explain
to my students each year, there is a division of
labor in the course. It is my task to teach students
about the theory and practice of human rights
and the rule of law, with a particular focus on
issues relevant to this part of the world. It is the
students”  task to teach me about China, with
a particular focus on specific local issues that
involve human rights and the rule of law. They do
this through interactive class discussions, group

presentations, and written assignments.

This division of labor has resulted in an
experience that is completely unique during
my career. At the end of each year, | genuinely
feel that | have learnt as much, if not more, from
my students as they have learnt from me. | have
also benefitted immensely from the warmth,
enthusiasm, and passion of the wonderful
students who have enrolled in the course over
the years, many of whom | have remained in
contact with. It has, in short, been one of the
most rewarding experiences of my teaching
career, which is a great testament to our students
and the organizers of GPGC. | congratulate the

programme on its ten year-birthday!

Prof. William James Clark SMITH
Associate Professor, Department of
Government & Public Administration, CUHK
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ZHANG Sirui

Class of 2015; Works at an NGO in Hong Kong

How time flies! It has been about 8 years
since | joined the GPGC family in the fall of 2014.
GPGC has been and always will be my strongest
backup both in Hong Kong and in mainland
China, with its extended alumni network and
helpful faculty and staff. The experiences in GPGC
have shaped me by giving me knowledge and
filling me with courage. There are two interesting

stories that | would like to share with you.

Don't be ashamed to ask for help. Asking
for help is a sign of strength but not weakness.
And you will never know how resourceful
the GPGC network is. | still remember how
informative instructions about life and career
development were received from Dr. Liu Chun
and the faculty even when | graduated after a
few years. Please feel free to raise your hand and

speak out your concerns. Then, the whole GPGC

family will stand up and back you up.

Zhang Sirui (Right)

Don't be afraid to start over. It is a cliché
that there are ups and downs and we can make
mistakes or choose a winding lane sometimes.
In 2021, | was depressed about my work because
of some rotations and changes in position
and job duties. Professor Tsao gave me great
encouragement, listened to me carefully, and
went through the whole situation with me
patiently. He even offered to be my referee
immediately when he heard | was planning to
apply for some other training programmes and
improve my professional skills. Never fear changes
because they will lead you to a new start. Thanks
to his encouragement and advice, | finally settled
down smoothly at work, becoming the youngest-
ever manager of the whole company and leading

my own team.

| can't imagine how my life would be if
| didn't attend the programme and receive
such powerful backups from the PGPC. Being a
member of the big family is and always will be
one of the most correct decisions | made. Thank

you!
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WANG Meiling

Class of 2016; Wealth Manager at AIA

About 8 years passed by and I' m already
a permanent resident in Hong Kong today. My
lifestyle changed a lot and my way of thinking is
different from when I stepped into CUHK in 2015.

| experienced 3 different jobs in two famous
companies, including Fok Ying Tung Group (I was
NGO Officer and High Jewellery Senior Brand
Representative there) and AlA (where | have been
working as a Wealth Manager). And my proud
accomplishments are achieving MDRT in the
industry and getting the Best Financial Planner

Award in the HK Insurance community.

Even though my work doesn’ t have the

strongest connections with the major, | still feel

that GPGC made me who | am today, especially

=f/

..

Wang Meiling (Second from the left)

.BeautyCa v

T

from 2019 to 2022, when the turbulent political
environment impacted the world economy
and meanwhile influenced investment and
wealth management. The social movement
and pandemic also made me think about the
interactions between the government and
individuals. The way we can affect the world is to
fulfill ourselves, share, communicate, and shape

the environment around us.

The days studying at GPGC with classmates
were precious memories. How | wish we could
go back in time and study in such a good
atmosphere again. After Graduation, sometimes |
would gather with some alumni, who feel like my

family in this city.
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ZENG Chuyao

Class of 2019; Research Assistant at Peking University

| still remember how | felt when | first
stepped foot on the campus of CUHK and walked
into the T.C. Cheng building. It was definitely
a dream come true. When | was still doing my
bachelor's degree in Urban Planning and Design
at UCL, I found myself becoming more interested
in the social and political problems that existed
in both Hong Kong and Taiwan communities,
as well as other issues concerning the politics of
China, and thus starting to want to learn more

about this particular subject.

It is no exaggeration to say that my
experiences with GPGC were far beyond my
expectations, and made me more determined
about what | want to do with my life, which is
to dive deeper into the field of Chinese politics,
embark on a more professional journey, and
hopefully one day, become 'the change that

| wish to see in the world' Therefore, after
graduating from CUHK, | went back to the UK

and successfully earned a second master's
degree in Politics of China from SOAS, University
of London in 2020. My times at both CUHK and
SOAS provided me with invaluable opportunities
to learn from the best, listen to different stories,
understand different perspectives, and gain
insights into the history of contemporary China
as well as the social and political development of

different regions within Greater China.

Now | am working at the Institute of Global
Cooperation and Understanding (iGCU) at Peking
University as a full-time research assistant, trying
to further broaden my horizon while contributing
to the elimination of biases and misconceptions
that many might have about China. | have never
felt more confident in myself, clearer on who I am
and who | am going to be as a young woman.
Words can't express my gratitude for GPGC.
Thanks GPGC for making it happen.
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Philip Mulder & ¢

Class 2019; Director of Career and College Counseling, Nord Anglia Education

With 8 years of work experience before
applying for this Master's, | was the non-
traditional US Citizen in the 2018/2019 cohort.
Being unique in the class, | was healthily
challenged to critically analyze my country's
own policies with an added Chinese lens to
reassess my prior thinking as it often contrasted
with my younger peers. It refreshed my
approach to learning and sharpened my ability
to incorporate complexity into my research
approach, equipping me with context into Asian
history, mindsets, and public policy institutions
and processes that enriched my research
findings. The professors were excellent guides in
helping us think comprehensively and concisely
as we mastered the content and applied it
rigorously through research and professionally
written work. Studying Greater China's various
governmental policies and institutional processes
was a linguistic challenge as several courses
were in Mandarin Chinese. | was rewarded with
improved language skills and the authenticity of
studying Greater China in the heart of the region
at CUHK.

Since my time at CUHK, I've continued
bridging gaps between East and West by
building bridges between cultures by promoting
international education exchange through
comprehensive university guidance counseling.
I've supported Chinese students in successfully
applying to Cambridge, LSE, and other top
universities across the world through many of
the language skills and academic experiences
gained from CUHK's GPGC Master's programme.
For example, my ability to connect with Chinese
students, parents, and educators has greatly
improved through my CUHK-developed skill of
understanding approaches and aspirations in

their authentic context.

As GPGC celebrates its 10th year, | am
thankful for being a part of its past growth and

excited to witness its continued growth in the

decade to come.
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YEUNG Yik Ling (Ran)

Class 2021; Liaison Officer, Home Affairs Department, Hong Kong SAR Government

GPGC - my "fortuitous encounter"—
a serendipity experiencing the indelible
moments amid the 2019 Hong Kong protests
and COVID-19 Pandemic. | really appreciate the
teachers of GPGC for stirring us up and keeping
our commitment to learning during the complex
environment and hard times of Hong Kong
these few years. The amiable and renowned
scholars' sharing of their academic achievements
aids me in developing my own perspective on
related issues. Stimulated by the learning from
the programme, teachers and classmates, such
experiences allow me to adapt to the varied
and perplexing working environment of my
department in the government, especially
when maintaining a network with the locals and
disseminating information related to government

policies and schemes to the public.

BROXARRERTHEARTHEERE
tAnniversary Celebration Banquet

sartment of and Public

#Chinese University of Hong Kong

F=—FNA+HA *15August 2021

Ran Yeung (Second from the right)

"Mankind is a single body and each nation
a part of that body. We must never say 'What
does it matter to me if some part of the world is
ailing?' If there is such an illness, we must concern
ourselves with it as though we were having that

illness.

The saying originates from the founding
father of the Republic of Turkey, Mustafa Kemal
AtatUrk. This inspires me to pursue postgraduate
studies in Government and Politics. We must
know our nation, our gigantic entity Greater
China, which are both parts of the body, ahead of
coping with the challenges of the world we live

and work in today and future.

Throughout our life, we may undergo big
and small difficult situations and bad experiences.
We all know that we have to come across all
these "illnesses". What about our city, our nation,
and our Greater China region? Currently, the
political landscape of Hong Kong undoubtedly
brings considerable effects on organizational
and institutional changes in Greater China. Be
attentive to our ailing nation, as the way we
care about our bodies. Always bear in mind
the cornerstone of reflective and independent
thinking and be attentive to our surroundings.
Realizing the significance of Greater China from
different perspectives before getting to know

about the world is how the wind is blowing.

Congratulations to GPGC on its 10th
Anniversary! | am glad to be a part of the GPGC
family and to share the delightful moments
here. | sincerely hope that the programme will
celebrate many more decades of happiness and

prosperity!

37




Nancy YIU

Class of 2022; Works at the Immigration Department, Hong Kong SAR Government

Congratulations on the GPGC programme's
10th Anniversary. After completing the
programme, | was participating in the celebration
of the 25th anniversary of Hong Kong's return to
our motherland last year. My major responsibility
was to monitor a series of celebration events
under effective planning and execution. It's
my honor to join different sectors to safeguard
national security and execute key government
policy under the National 14th Five-Year Plan.
I am proud to be at the forefront to witness
Hong Kong entering a new era of opportunities

and steady development as an international

metropolis. .

Besides that, | would like to thank you very
much for our experienced professors and diverse
student body during my whole programme! It's
a unique journey for me to enlightenment. While
working in the government, this programme
assists me in adapting to the political landscape
and enacting meaningful and effective change

that serves the best interests of my community.

Congratulations again on our programme's
10th Anniversary this year. Looking forward to
the future, GPGC inspires me and drives me to
step up my efforts to serve the community and
continue to safeguard the prosperity and stability
of Hong Kong. Most importantly, | sincerely hope
that more scholars worldwide, especially from
mainland China can join our GPGC family and
bring us more inspirational ideas in the next ten

years.
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HE Yi

Current student from China University of Geosciences, Wuhan

In 2012, a movie called "Muslim Ignorance”
was posted on the Internet, triggering a wave of
anti-Americanism in the Muslim world. Stevenson,
the US ambassador to Libya, died in the conflict. |
still vividly recall the magazine's use of the line, "If
your civilization is to make me grovel, then | shall
show you the pride of barbarism," from the movie
"Warriors of the Rainbow: Seediq Bale!" That was
the first time | realized the power of culture. My
undergraduate study of politics also sparked my
interest in how cultural variations across groups
affect political relations. The events that took
place in Hong Kong a few years ago also got me
thinking more about the "reunification" of China.
| was eager to learn more about Hong Kong,
Macao, and Taiwan and how they differ from
mainland China. And | knew instantly that the
GPGC programme at CUHK was the best option

for me when | first learned about it.

Life at CUHK is very different from what |
thought it would be at first, certainly in a good
way, especially in its diversity. The courses here
have given me new perspectives on some of
the issues and have been very enlightening.
| was able to think more deeply and from a
broader range of angles. Outside of academic
life, I also took part in the Diversity and Inclusion
Ambassadors program, where | discovered more
about other ethnic customs. | gained knowledge
on how to promote cultural diversity and fight
against discrimination more effectively. Overall,
my experience at CUHK has aided not only my
academic life but also my personal growth. In the
future, I would like to influence and assist more

people in need by using what | have learned.
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LIU Yiwen

Current student from Hong Kong Baptist University

As a finance and economics major in my
undergraduate study, | chose to pursue further
studies in the GPGC programme because | am
interested in exploring how political decisions
made by political parties and governments
affect economic activities and social behaviors
in Greater China. | would like to investigate how
the complex relationship between politics,
social factors, and history has influenced the
development of the Greater China region over
the past decades and its future possibilities.
CUHK's GPGC programme is located in the
heart of Greater China, which gives me easy
access to advanced and comprehensive political
knowledge, as well as independent analysis and
critical thinking in an environment of freedom of

expression.

GPGC provides students with an
environment of free discussion, and | enjoyed
the critical debates on real-time political issues
with my classmates and teachers. In addition,
GPGC provides students with extra-curriculum
opportunities, such as the field trip to the
Independent Commission Against Corruption
(ICAC) to learn about Hong Kong's anti-
corruption experience and strategies. CUHK is a

culturally diverse university that not only values
students' academic capacity but also encourages
us to participate in extra-curricular activities. |
attended the CUHK Business School 2022 Career
Fair as a student helper, providing support to
enterprises and students to ensure the event runs

smoothly and successfully.

| have got a job offer with PwC (HK),
primarily due to the diverse knowledge
and experience | gained from the academic
and extra-curricular activities in the GPGC
programme. It has given me the ability to analyze
current and future economic trends in light of
political decisions and policymaking. In addition,
the group projects in the GPGC courses have
enhanced my awareness of group work and
communication skills, which will help me to work

in groups in my future career.

After graduation, | aim to develop my
capacity in the financial industry. | hope to
accumulate financial knowledge and quantitative
skills in the starting years and complete relevant
professional certificates. In the long term, | hope

to become a professional in a related field.



LIU Shuru

Current student from Renmin University of China

The reason | chose the major of GPGC at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong is this major
focuses on the four regions across the Straight,
which can help me better understand local social
policies and political systems in Hong Kong,
Macau, and Taiwan, and enhance my international
perspective through a systematic curriculum. It is
also my preferred choice because it is in line with
my undergraduate major. On the other hand, it
is related to my future career planning- | hope
to improve my thinking and ability to better give
back to my country and society in the future. If
my four years of undergraduate studies made me
enthusiastic about political science, my studies at
GPGC have made me sensible and calm.

Built on a hill, CUHK was a surprise and an
unexpected treat for me. | love taking the No. 2
bus from the University Station to the top of the
hill in the early morning, wandering around, and
enjoying the misty scenery on the way. | also
love walking along the paths with an umbrella
on a rainy autumn afternoon, listening to the
tinkling of the stream. Most of all, | love sitting in
the ocean-view study room in Wu Ho Man Yuen
Building, holding a book of Western mythology
and enjoying the blue in front of me and the
afterglow of the afternoon sun. Of course, if you
get hungry, don't forget the Benjamin Franklin
Centre Student Canteen, which has the best
chicken curry rice. The rice noodles at the Noodle
Place next door are also quite delicious. CUHK is a
magical campus with countless surprises waiting
to be discovered.
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